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Editorial
This issue of the International Journal of Health Professions (IJHP) is focussing on research and presents two new formats of articles that haven't been published in the IJHP before: the potential analysis and the study protocol. The potential analysis investigates if a specific intervention has the potential to resolve a health problem. It includes the patient's perspective (clinical endpoints) as well as the social context by describing its relevance (epidemiology and costs) and the transfer of interventions in a specific healthcare context (e.g. a specific country). The format of the potential analysis offers the opportunity to strengthen knowledge transfer, evidence-based practice and the conduct of clinical trials in the interprofessional field of health professions and to identify new fields of action for them. The IJHP supports the publication of potential analysis because they are in line with the main goal of the journal: the promotion of science amongst the health professions. There exists a guideline for reporting the results of a potential analysis (see the first two articles in this issue by Müller et al. and Roesner et al.) . The sequence of the sections is against the standard in scientific publications, because the method section is placed at the very end of the articles. The authors of these guidelines have realised this and made adjustments. The editors-in-chief accepted the unusual sequence of the sections in the two articles presented in this issue because they have been submitted before the new guidelines were published. In the future, we will accept articles only when they are in line with the new guidelines (S Voigt-Radloff et al., 2016) . The study protocol describes a research plan in detail. It contains the state of the art in the study field, the goals of the planned research and the methods used. Study protocols are standard in medical research, and they are published in registers. This way the scientific community is able to check the planned research projects and how they are done. The IJHP publishes selected study protocols if they are of interest for the community. This is the case when the study and especially the method section are instructive for other researchers. This is true for the study protocol of Müller et al. presented 
